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(f) Hydrographic and oceanographic
observations and measurements, in-
cluding the setting of instruments;

(g) Sampling by box core or grab
sampler to determine seabed geological
or geotechnical properties;

(h) Television and still photographic
observation and measurements;

(i) Shipboard hard mineral assaying
and analysis; and

(j) Placement of positioning systems,
including bottom transponders and sur-
face and subsurface buoys reported in
Notices to Mariners.

§280.31 Whom will MMS notify about
environmental issues?

(a) In cases where Coastal Zone Man-
agement Act consistency review is re-
quired, the Director will notify the
Governor of each adjacent State with a
copy of the application for a permit
immediately upon the submission for
approval.

(b) In cases where an environmental
assessment is to be prepared, the Direc-
tor will invite the Governor of each ad-
jacent State to review and provide
comments regarding the proposed ac-
tivities. The Director’s invitation to
provide comments will allow the Gov-
ernor a specified period of time to com-
ment.

(c) When a permit is issued, the Di-
rector will notify affected parties in-
cluding each affected coastal State,
Federal agency, local government, and
special interest organization that has
expressed an interest.

PENALTIES AND APPEALS

§280.32 What penalties may I be sub-
ject to?

(a) Penalties for noncompliance under a
permit. You are subject to the penalty
provisions of section 24 of the Act (43
U.S.C. 1350) and the procedures con-
tained in 30 CFR part 250, subpart N for
noncompliance with:

(1) Any provision of the Act;

(2) Any provisions of a G&G or drill-
ing permit; or

(3) Any regulation or order issued
under the Act.

(b) Penalties under other laws and reg-
ulations. The penalties prescribed in
this section are in addition to any
other penalty imposed by any other
law or regulation.

§280.41

§280.33 How can I appeal a penalty?

See 30 CFR §250.1409 and 30 CFR part
290, subpart A, for instructions on how
to appeal any decision assessing a civil
penalty under 43 U.S.C. 1350 and 30 CFR
part 250, subpart A.

§280.34 How can I appeal an order or
decision?
See 30 CFR part 290, subpart A, for in-
structions on how to appeal an order or
decision.

Subpart D—Data Requirements
GEOLOGICAL DATA AND INFORMATION

§280.40 When do I notify MMS that ge-
ological data and information are
available for submission, inspec-
tion, and selection?

(a) You must notify the RD, in writ-
ing, when you complete the initial
analysis, processing, or interpretation
of any geological data and information.
Initial analysis and processing are the
stages of analysis or processing where
the data and information first become
available for in-house interpretation by
the permittee or become available
commercially to third parties via sale,
trade, license agreement, or other
means.

(b) The RD may ask if you have fur-
ther analyzed, processed, or interpreted
any geological data and information.
When asked, you must respond to us in
writing within 30 days.

(c) The RD may ask you or a third
party to submit the analyzed, proc-
essed, or interpreted geologic data and
information for us to inspect or perma-
nently retain. You must submit the
data and information within 30 days
after such a request.

§280.41 What types of geological data
and information must I submit to
MMS?

Unless the RD specifies otherwise,
you must submit geological data and
information that include:

(a) An accurate and complete record
of all geological (including geo-
chemical) data and information de-
scribing each operation of analysis,
processing, and interpretation;

(b) Paleontological reports identi-
fying by depth any microscopic fossils
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collected, including the reference
datum to which paleontological sample
depths are related and, if the RD re-
quests, washed samples, that you main-
tain for paleontological determina-
tions;

(c) Copies of well logs or charts in a
digital format, if available;

(d) Results and data obtained from
formation fluid tests;

(e) Analyses of core or bottom sam-
ples and/or a representative cut or split
of the core or bottom sample;

(f) Detailed descriptions of any hy-
drocarbons or other minerals or haz-
ardous conditions encountered during
operations, including near losses of
well control, abnormal geopressures,
and losses of circulation; and

(g) Other geological data and infor-
mation that the RD may specify.

§280.42 When geological data and in-
formation are obtained by a third
party, what must we both do?

A third party may obtain geological
data and information from a permittee,
or from another third party, by sale,
trade, license agreement, or other
means. If this happens:

(a) The third-party recipient of the
data and information assumes the obli-
gations under this part, except for the
notification provisions of §280.40(a) and
is subject to the penalty provisions of
§280.32(a)(1) and 30 CFR part 250, sub-
part N; and

(b) A permittee or third party that
sells, trades, licenses, or otherwise pro-
vides data and information to a third
party must advise the recipient, in
writing, that accepting these obliga-
tions is a condition precedent of the
sale, trade, license, or other agree-
ment; and

(c) Except for license agreements, a
permittee or third party that sells,
trades, or otherwise provides data and
information to a third party must ad-
vise the RD in writing within 30 days of
the sale, trade, or other agreement, in-
cluding the identity of the recipient of
the data and information; or

(d) For license agreements, a per-
mittee or third party that licenses data
and information to a third party must,
within 30 days of a request by the RD,
advise the RD, in writing, of the li-
cense agreement, including the iden-

30 CFR Ch. Il (7-1-11 Edition)

tity of the recipient of the data and in-
formation.

GEOPHYSICAL DATA AND INFORMATION

§280.50 When do I notify MMS that
geophysical data and information
are available for submission, in-
spection, and selection?

(a) You must notify the RD in writ-
ing when you complete the initial proc-
essing and interpretation of any geo-
physical data and information. Initial
processing is the stage of processing
where the data and information be-
come available for in-house interpreta-
tion by the permittee, or become avail-
able commercially to third parties via
sale, trade, license agreement, or other
means.

(b) The RD may ask whether you
have further processed or interpreted
any geophysical data and information.
When asked, you must respond to us in
writing within 30 days.

(c) The RD may request that the per-
mittee or third party submit geo-
physical data and information before
making a final selection for retention.
Our representatives may inspect and
select the data and information on
your premises, or the RD can request
delivery of the data and information to
the appropriate regional office for re-
view.

(d) You must submit the geophysical
data and information within 30 days of
receiving the request, unless the RD
extends the delivery time.

(e) At any time before final selection,
the RD may review and return any or
all geophysical data and information.
We will notify you in writing of any
data the RD decides to retain.

§280.51 What types of geophysical
data and information must I submit
to MMS?

Unless the RD specifies otherwise,
you must include:

(a) An accurate and complete record
of each geophysical survey conducted
under the permit, including digital
navigational data and final location
maps;

(b) All seismic data collected under a
permit presented in a format and of a
quality suitable for processing;
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